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INTRODUCTION

Sogorea Te' Land Trust is an Intertribal, urban Indigenous, Women-led land trust, working to
return land to the Lisjan (Ohlone) people. The Land Trust honors traditional matrilineal societies
by reclaiming Indigenous knowledge, lands, and traditions lost because of colonization. Since the
Lisjan people have no federal recognition, they have limited access to ancestral lands and cultural
land practices. In December 2022, Sogorea Te' reclaimed Rinihmu Pulte’irekne, a 3.8-acre site in
Oakland, California. This created a legal outline for land returns through city easements and
provided the Lisjan people with opportunities to restore native ecology of ancestral lands and
hold Tribal events and ceremonies.

KEY ISSUES ADDRESSED PROJECT GOALS

The Confederated Villages of the Lisjan Nation are * lIdentify legal solutions to reinstate
among over fifty Tribes in California without federal ancestral lands to Indigenous care
recognition. Tribes without recognition cannot own
land, making it .difficult for them to practice: traqitional practices at Rinihmu Pulte’irekne
land stewardship and protect ancestral burial sites. __ .

City officials in Oakland, California wanted to help * Share traditional ecological

restore land to the Lisjan people. However, they could knowledge to care for the land and
not transfer the ownership deed of city land to the native species

Tribes. Working with the Land Trust, they identified
an important Ohlone site called Rinihmu Pulte’irekne

» Restore Lisjan (Ohlone) cultural

in Oakland’s Joaquin Miller Park.

Rinihmu Pulte’irekne is located within city limits, but
many Lisjan people have lived in Oakland their whole
lives without the ability to engage with this land
through ceremonies or traditional food and medicine
harvests. Years of neglect left the site full of garbage,
non-native species, and dead trees, creating fire
hazards and highlighting the need to restore
relationships of care between people and the land.




PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Oakland’s Conservation Easement Creates a
Legal Outline for City Land Returns: Two city
staff members worked with the Land Trust and
its legal team over five years to establish a
Reserved Interest Conservation Easement at
Rinihmu Pulte’irekne. This maintains city
ownership and transfers other rights of care to
the Lisjan people, making Oakland the first city
to return land to an unrecognized Tribe.

Community Engagement Spreads Cultural
Awareness: Rinihmu Pulte’irekne gives Lisjan
and Intertribal people a place to gather for
cultural events, and plans are underway for a
community gathering and ceremonial space.
When Tribal activities are not occurring, the land
remains open to the public, allowing Tribes to
collaborate with local officials and share
rematriation goals with the community.

Habitat Restoration Achieved Through
Knowledge Sharing: Traditional knowledge
holders lead walks through Rinihmu Pulte’irekne,
teaching new generations how to recognize,
tend, and gather native plants. Other restoration
efforts include technical assistance from
hydrology studies, soil testing, biological
assessments, and fire fuels reduction work. The
Land Trust organizes volunteer events to remove
trash and non-native species, teaching the
community about Indigenous land care.
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For more information visit https://www.fws.gov/CART
Photo credits: Inés Ixierda, Sogorea Te’ Land Trust

LESSONS LEARNED

The Sogorea Te’ team is guided by the spirit of
Land Back. Land reclamation focuses on
restorative justice and allows Indigenous people
to hold decision-making power, care for the
environment, and maintain cultural practices.
Legal actions like land returns, expanded self-
determination, and wealth redistribution help
restore Ohlone culture.

The Sogorea Te’ Land Trust established Rinihmu
Pulte’irekne based on an inquiry from the
Oakland mayor, and other land return
opportunities have arisen from relationships
with unexpected allies. Not everyone has the

capacity to grant land access, but small-scale
projects have large impacts, such as providing
Tribal meeting spaces or opening harvesting
rights on public lands. All types of collaboration
help restore land and repair relationships.

As more opportunities for land returns arise, the
Sogorea Te’ Land Trust must also find resources
to care for returned land. For example, Rinihmu
Pulte’irekne lacks accessible water, posing
challenges for future care and construction at the
site. City partners in future land return projects
should consider creating endowments to offer
continuous funding for staff and technical
support.

NEXT STEPS

* Expand fuels reduction work and remove
non-native trees

* Enhance protection of native species through
plant restoration and education

* Work with architects and tribal artists to plan
a community center

* Raise money through a voluntary land tax

PARTNERS

» See online for full list of partners
* For more information, contact Inés Ixierda:
ines @rematriatetheland.org
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